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For Immediate Release
MARYLAND STUDENTS MAKE HISTORY AT NATIONAL HISTORY DAY
Maryland students won two medals at the National History Day awards ceremony on June 15 at the University of Maryland College Park, the first time the state has received the top awards at the annual contest.  Only 42 medals were awarded at the highly competitive event.
The winners were part of a delegation of forty-six middle and high school students from Maryland who competed at the national competition, where over 2,000 students from throughout the country presented historical projects that were the result of months of research.  
National History Day is a year-long education program dedicated to the teaching and learning of history in public, private, parochial, and home schools.  This year’s History Day theme, “Taking a Stand in History: People, Ideas, Events,” provided an exciting opportunity for students to dig deep into primary sources to explore topics of special interest.  Students presented their research in the form of historical papers, interpretive exhibits, multi-media documentaries, or dramatic performances.

Samuel Hudnet and Justin Tibbels of Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, Baltimore City, won the silver medal in the Senior Group Documentary category for their production “Biocides: Rachel Carson’s Spring to Action.”  Their teacher is Dennis Jutras, Chair of the History Department at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute.
Christopher Perdue of Perdue Academy, Montgomery County, won the bronze medal in the Junior Performance category for his dramatic interpretation, “George Mason: The Forgotten Founding Father.”  His teacher is Susan Perdue.
Krystal Credille of North East High School, Cecil County, was a finalist in the Senior Historical Paper category for her research paper, “Raising Hell,” about Populist Party leader Mary Elizabeth Lease. She was also the winner of the Jamestown Award which provides an expense paid visit to Jamestown, Virginia, to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the founding of the first permanent English settlement in North America at Jamestown.  Her teacher is Paul Armstrong.
Renae Mitchell of Baltimore Polytechnic Institute, Baltimore City, received the Outstanding State Prize in the Senior Division for her paper “Eve Ensler and V-Day: A Global Movement to End Violence Against Women.” Her teacher is Dennis Jutras.  

Brennan Willard of Severn River Middle School, Anne Arundel County, received the Outstanding State Prize in the Junior Division for his documentary “The Typewriter Heard Around the World.” His teachers are Manny Skarvelis and Vivian Gills.
Lauren White of Plum Point Middle School, Calvert County, was selected to show her documentary “Stand or Stunt? The Sensational Trial of John Thomas Scopes” at the Smithsonian Museum of American History.  Her teacher is Carol Dargan.
Directed by the Maryland Humanities Council since 1999, Maryland History Day is the fastest-growing social studies enrichment program in Maryland.   The program involves 11,000 students from 107 Maryland middle and high schools annually – a growth of 189% since 2002. Over 400 students competed in the Maryland History Day state contest in April, where winners were selected to advance to the national competition. 
Maryland History Day is made possible through the generous support of Columbia Gas of Maryland.  
